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  Welcome from Principal Sponsor Galgorm Spa & Golf Resort

  We are delighted and proud to continue our role as principle
sponsor of Ballymena Rugby Football Club for the 2019/20 season.
We would like to take this opportunity to extend a very warm
welcome back to Eaton Park to all our players, spectators and
wider club community for what promises to be an exciting season
ahead.

  For us Ballymena RFC is a great fit with our brand promise
which is underpinned by customer service, advocacy and
commitment. The club celebrates individual and team talent, rewards success and 
provides a stage for recognising excellence. The passion and spirit of the club, and its 
active engagement with local residents, also aligns with our ambition to continually 
deliver an exceptional experience for our guests and ensure that our hotel becomes 
an active and integral member of the community. 

  We are proud to have two of our valued employees, Jordan Foster and Darrell 
Montgomery playing for the 1st XV this season and look forward to celebrating the 
team's success, as you strive towards promotion back to Division 1B.

  Special thanks to Chairman Peter Crabbe, the Board of Directors and all club
members for their continued support with the partnership, their outstanding work 
and dedication.

  We would like to wish all teams throughout the club the very best of luck for the 
rest of season and in the words of legendary coach John Wooden, “Winning takes 
talent; to repeat it takes character”. We look forward to being at Eaton Park to
support you for the rest of the year.

  Colin Johnston
  Managing Director
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Ballymena 22 v Dungannon 18
(1st Round - Senior Cup)
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Huge congratulations to
Willie John McBride 
on receiving his C.B.E

from Her Majesty the Queen.
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From the CLUB PRESIDENT - Rodney Cole

  It is an honour for me to continue as President of Ballymena R.F.C
for another season and a pleasure to welcome all visitors to Eaton
Park during the course of the season.

  I would particularly welcome those individuals and teams who may
be visiting for the first time and hope that you enjoy your day with us.

  We look forward with anticipation to the forthcoming World Cup in
Japan.  This will be a great curtain raiser for the new season and we
wish Joe Schmidt, Rory Best and the squad our best wishes.

  The past season has certainly been difficult for club rugby.  The
Ulster 'A' matches drained clubs like ourselves of Academy players,
who in many cases would have been better playing in an A.I.L game
rather than sitting on the bench at an irrelevant inter-provincial friendly.  Many young players 
never sample the club scene and if failure at Ulster Academy Level occurs, they simply give up 
the game.

  Our club is in a very good state and continues to promote the game through our very strong 
mini section, an active youth section and five adult sides.  Our girls section has certainly grown 
from strength to strength and now with new coaches, coaching clinics and an influx of new 
talent, there is a real desire to play competitive team rugby - well done.

  Speaking of success, what about 'The Bears' complete with new Marquee who regularly 
appear at 'the Kingspan'- just thoroughly enjoying playing the game?

  This year we have a new coach in John Nicholl, a former 1st XV player and Head of PE at 
Cambridge House School, Ballymena.  We wish him and his coaching team well for the new 
season.  Like all other clubs we rely on the voluntary input of a large number of people.  While 
not seeking recognition these people are involved in coaching, catering and organising events 
throughout the year - we are in your debt.

  I was absolutely delighted when Peter Crabbe agreed to continue as Club Chairman for 
another season.  His ability to direct and guide the club with his strong team of Directors has 
been a revelation.  The Club is now in a financial position to move forward and plans are in an 
advanced state to commence Phase 1 of our 'upgrading programme' - the construction of our 
new gym.

  I would like to thank the club's main sponsor Galgorm Golf Resort and Spa for their contin-
ued generous financial support and at this time mention their new venture 'The Castle' at 
Galgorm Golf Club, where Ballymena R.F.C members can enjoy preferential dining rates.  To all 
other sponsors, I say thank you and I urge our members to please support our sponsors. It is 
their generous financial support that keeps us in business at Eaton Park.

  Eaton Park has now become a centre for sport in the community.  Rugby, Cricket, Bowls, 
Cycling, Football, Running, Hurling and Gaelic Football are but a few of the many sports and 
sporting groups that make use of our excellent facilities. You are all very welcome.

  The Cricket season is just drawing to a close and what a great season they have had with the 
2nd XI winning the Intermediate Cup.

  In closing, can I extend an invitation to everyone young and old to join us on a Saturday at 
Eaton Park.  Why not entertain your friends or guests at a corporate lunch, book a seat at the 
many Saturday lunches, or just come along and cheer on the various teams?  It's a great place 
for members and visitors to renew old friendships and make new ones.

  I'll see you there.



Ballymena v Armagh (First Trust Senior Cup Final)
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Ballymena 7
v

Armagh 9
(First Trust

Senior Cup Final)

Photographs -
Darrell O'Kane Photography
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Marcus and Matty Rea with mum Noelle after Ulster's win against Leinster.
Photograph: Dickson Digital.
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From the CLUB CHAIRMAN - Peter Crabbe

  This time last year when I was writing the Chairman's article
for the year book, it never entered my head, that I would be
doing a second year in office.  I am however, extremely
honoured to be given the privileged opportunity to represent
our Club as Chairman again this year.  I would like to thank the
membership for giving me the opportunity to see various
projects come to fruition, and to further embed a culture,
where everyone regardless of age, gender and ability is valued
and respected throughout our Club.  As a Club we have made
considerable progress in transforming our culture to the one
previously described.  With the continued support from the vast majority of members, 
from all sections and age groups within the Club, we can continue to do so.  The Club's 
culture is transforming.  It is extremely encouraging that so many people are commenting 
positively on the change and are not only wanting to be part of it, but wanting to be 
instrumental in its success.

  My main message in last year's article was for everyone to have fun.  Without being 
repetitive, I would encourage everyone to do the same this year.  Whether you are at Eaton 
Park today as a player, referee, parent, member, spectator, sponsor or representative from a 
visiting club, I hope you have a great day with us.

  There are a number of people within our Club who I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank.  Firstly, I'd like to thank Rodney for his support over the past year in his role as 
President and congratulate him on being re-elected.  Secondly I'd like to thank the Office 
Bearers and Directors who last year gave so freely of their time for the benefit of the Club.  
Of course there are many other people within the Club who also gave freely of their time.  
Although there are too many to mention individually, I would like to collectively thank all 
volunteers for the work they do and the effort they put in, to help improve the experi-
ences of others. 

  I'd especially like to pay tribute and thank the players and coaches, at all levels whether 
that be minis, youth, adult, male or female, who are all committed to being the best that 
they can possibly be, when they represent our Club.

  It would be remiss of me not to thank all of our sponsors, a number of whom have been 
with us for many years.  Your financial support and commitment is very much appreciated 
and so important to the future successes of our Club at all levels.  

continued overleaf ...
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  The critics say, “Finances don't matter, if you don't have a successful 1st XV.” On the
contrary, I would argue that it is impossible to have a successful 1st XV, if you don't have 
the finances and ultimately the facilities, not only to support our current 1st XV, but those 
who ultimately will be our 1st XV of tomorrow.  When you ignore your financial situation, 
or are 'crippled' by debt, you run a very real risk of losing your whole Club.

  Through the hard work and generosity of many, the Club is now debt free.  Our current 
financial situation will enable us to improve our facilities in support of all our players and 
ultimately our 1st XV.  A proposed new gym may or may not help with recruitment, but 
what it can do, is make the players that are already committed to Ballymena, both at adult 
and youth level, fitter and stronger, and through doing so, ultimately more competitive 
and successful.  

  I would like to wish the coaches and players from all teams every success in the season 
ahead and thank them for their commitment to Ballymena.  I would particularly like to 
wish our new head coach John Nicholl, his coaching staff and 1st XV squad the best of 
luck in the season ahead.  I look forward to travelling around Ireland with you all again 
this season.  It would be great to see some of our 'vocal' home supporters at away
matches. 

  On closing, I would like to thank this year's Office Bearers and Directors, who are once 
again willing to give freely of their time, for the benefit of the Club.  I would urge you all 
to do what you can to support them in their term of office.  I have no doubt that those 
who genuinely want the Club to succeed, will support and assist us, as we strive to make 
Ballymena Rugby Football Club the best that it can be.  Let's make it happen together. 

Peter J. Crabbe,
Chairman, Ballymena RFC.

From the Chairman of the Supporters' Club...
All members of the Supporters Club wish all players and coaches at every
level success and good luck for the 2019/20 season. Enjoy your sport.

- Bruce Morrow.
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MESSAGE from the MAYOR

   As Mayor of Mid and East Antrim, I am delighted to have this
 opportunity to contribute to this year's Ballymena Rugby
 Football Club's Yearbook.  On behalf of Mid and East Antrim
 Borough Council, I extend a warm welcome to all visitors to
 Eaton Park, Ballymena.

   This year there is a wealth of young talent coming through,
 who will be striving to better their standing in the All-Ireland
 League Division 2A. Mini Rugby continues to impress at all age
 groups and at youth level the Under 14's, 16's and 18's will all
 be hoping for further success this year.

   It is fantastic to see that the Ladies Rugby, now in its third
 year, has really taken off with the girls competing in Blitz's
 throughout Ulster.  The inspirational Ballymena Bears also
 continue to ensure the wonderful game is available to all. The
 Bears is open to young adults and children with a disability and
 is a hugely important initiative. 

   It is hugely heartening to hear of so many members
volunteering their time to assist with challenging posts within the Board of Directors, and this
perfectly captures the spirit of the club and its members.  I wish to congratulate Rodney Cole 
as President, and the Chairman Peter Crabbe for their forward thinking, in trying to 'open up' 
the Club's facilities to be used by the wider community. 

  The facilities at Eaton Park are regularly used by the local community for a number sporting 
organisations and events. This displays how important a role the Club plays within the Borough.  
Mid and East Antrim Borough Council values the role that sport plays within our community, 
as it not only helps our young people to develop their sporting potential, but also equips them 
with many skills that will be invaluable as they continue their journey through life.

  It is incredibly important to encourage people to become involved in sport and as a Council 
we consistently promote and develop all types of sporting and fitness activities.  I therefore 
pay tribute to all the volunteers within Ballymena Rugby Club, who give up their time and help 
with the development of our young people within the area.

  My appreciation and gratitude go to all involved at Eaton Park for their continued dedication 
and commitment to Ballymena Rugby Football Club and I wish them every success in the
2019-20 season.

  Councillor Maureen Morrow

  Mayor of Mid and East Antrim Borough Council
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I.R.F.U. PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

  On my own behalf and on behalf of the IRFU, I extend my best wishes to
Ballymena RFC for the 2019-20 season and hope it is a successful one.

  The start of this season heralds the staging of the Rugby World Cup in
Japan and I know you join with me in wishing every success to coach,
Joe Schmidt, and his management team, together with the Ireland
playing squad. 

  This Rugby World Cup year creates a very busy season, taking account of Ireland's women
15's team; the under 20's; men's and women's sectors; the fortunes of our provincial clubs in 
the Guinness Pro14 and Heineken Champions Cup and also the myriad club, women's, third 
level and schools' competitions through the grass roots landscapes. 

  While by its nature the professional game takes precedence on the International stage,
the welfare of the domestic amateur game is of paramount importance to me and to the IRFU. 

  Having been chairman of the AIL and Third Level, I am acutely aware of the position of clubs 
and I take this opportunity to acknowledge the committed and critical role being played by 
our huge number of volunteers, who make it all happen.

  I greatly welcome the IRFU's signing of a five-year partnership with Energia, which sees the 
electricity and gas supply company become the official energy partner to Irish rugby and also 
title sponsor of both the men's and women's All Ireland League competitions. 

  This year is the 30th anniversary of the AIL and the support being demonstrated by Energia 
is timely. It will hopefully give a lift to all clubs in the AIL, both men and women. 

  I appreciate the struggles of some clubs at all levels and hope this season 2019-20 will be a 
special one. I wish your club, its members, volunteers, players and supporters every success 
and enjoyment for the rugby year.

  Nicky Comyn
  President - IRFU
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Nicholas (Nicky) Comyn was enrolled as the 131st President of the Irish Rugby Football Union
at the annual Council Meeting in the Aviva Stadium on 19th July 2019.

He has been elected to fill the highest office in Irish rugby after a long and distinguished
contribution to the game as a player, referee and administrator.

Synonymous with Sunday's Well RFC, he has created a piece of club history, by becoming the
first member since the club's foundation in 1906 to be elected President of the IRFU.

A measure of his contribution to Sunday's Well is that he held the office of Club President on
three occasions, most notably in the club's Centenary Year of 2006.

He was born in Mallow, where he attended the local National School and played Gaelic
football and hurling before moving on to Clongowes Wood College, where he was introduced 
to rugby.  He played rugby with his native Mallow, UCD, Palmerston and Cork Constitution, 
and was capped frequently by Munster as a junior inter provincial centre/wing between 1966 
and 1970.

Following his playing days, he was a member of the Munster Association of Referees between 
1979 and 1984.

A delegate on the Munster Branch from 2006 to 2017, he was elected President in the 2008
- 2009 season which coincided with the opening of the re-built Thomond Park Stadium.

Having been elected to the IRFU Committee in 2011, he has held a variety of key roles in the 
IRFU, including Chairman of the All Ireland League Sub-Committee, the Third Level Game 
Committee, the Junior Working Party and of the Women's Advisory Group.

Nicky is a solicitor by profession, and is married to Laura, with four children:  Keith, Amanda, 
Nicole and Horace.
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MEET the I.R.F.U. PRESIDENT - NICKY COMYN
Nicky Comyn elected 131st President of the Irish Rugby Football Union
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A Message from ENERGIA

  We at Energia are extremely proud to have further strengthened
our commitment to Irish Rugby by becoming the Official Energy
Partner to the Irish Rugby Football Union (IRFU) and title sponsor
of the Energia All-Ireland Leagues (AIL). Through our five-year
partnership, we are committed to supporting rugby at all levels
through the teams, clubs and competitions the breadth of the
nation. 

  Energia understands the value of the AIL and the importance of
fostering and nurturing Irish rugby clubs, so that collectively we
can continue to build world-class international teams. We look
forward to working closely with the IRFU over the coming years to
help facilitate the future development of rugby in communities up and down the country 
through our new campaign #PositiveEnergy. 

  Through the #PositiveEnergy campaign, we will be offering tools and supports to help Irish 
rugby clubs reach their sustainability goals. For so many players and fans, the journey and 
passion begins at their local club and Energia wants to ensure the future of these clubs.
If we can help them to become sustainable, the clubs can re-invest in grassroots, ultimately 
developing the next generation of players, coaches and volunteers.  

  This is an exciting time for Energia.  We are passionate about investing positive energy in 
rugby, from grassroots level with the Energia All-Ireland Leagues, to provincial level as the 
Official Energy Partner of Leinster Rugby and our stadium at Energia Park, all the way to the 
highest level of the Irish Men's and Women's teams.

  On behalf of Energia, I would like to wish all club and international teams the very best of 
luck for the upcoming season. 

  Gary Ryan
  Managing Director 
  Energia Customer Solutions
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MESSAGE from the PRESIDENT of the I.R.F.U. (Ulster Branch)

  On behalf of the IRFU Ulster Branch, I am delighted to
send our best wishes to the players, coaches and volunteers
of Ballymena RFC for the 2019-20 season.

  I would specifically like to wish Rodney Cole a successful
and enjoyable presidency year.

  This season promises to be an enthralling one on so many
levels, not least with the Rugby World Cup taking place in
Japan. I know you join with me in wishing Joe Schmidt and
his squad every success, for what will be a highly competitive
and intriguing tournament.

  On the provincial scene, Ulster Rugby has demonstrated
significant improvements over the past 12 months and I
look forward to seeing continued development under the guidance of Dan McFarland.

  Underneath that structure is an evolving player development pathway and I would like to
thank all clubs for their contributions to that system, by nurturing talent and working in
collaboration with Ulster Rugby's staff.

  The domestic rugby landscape continues to face significant challenges on and off the pitch,
but there is some excellent work being done to reach new audiences and grow participation
levels in clubs and schools.

  I would like to commend to the excellent work being done by the rugby development
department within Ulster Rugby, who continue to look at innovative ways to engage with
players and potential players.

  I would also like to pay tribute to the many volunteers at Ballymena RFC for their wonderful 
efforts in sustaining and growing the club. Volunteers are the lifeblood of every club and it is 
important that volunteers are recognised and valued. 

  With a dedicated team of volunteers, it is no coincidence that rugby is thriving at all levels
within Ballymena from the 1st XV down to mini rugby. 

  I also would like to thank and recognise the continued financial support that your multiple 
sponsors bring to ensure the financial sustainability of your club.

  I hope this season will be another special one for Ballymena RFC and I wish you every success,
on and off the pitch.

 Gary Leslie
 President
 IRFU (Ulster Branch)
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From the CLUB CAPTAIN - Matthew Dick

  It is a privilege to accept the role of Club Captain for the 2019/20
season. Ballymena RFC has afforded me many opportunities and
friendships over the years and it is a pleasure to be able to give
something back.

  From a purely playing point of view, our main focus will be the
First XV bouncing back from the disappointment of relegation from
AIL 1B. Head Coach John Nicholl has put together an exciting young
squad and one that I have no doubt our supporters will enjoy
watching this upcoming season. I would encourage all our playing
members, to make the most of the fantastic coaching team assembled.
John Nicholl, Andy Graham, Matty Rea, Andy Warwick and Tim Small have a wealth of
experience and expertise to pass on - make the most of it!

  For the Second XV, under the stewardship of Gareth Fisher and Mike Stevenson, building on 
the successes of last season, and 'having a real go' in the cup competitions will be the aim. 
Again, a young side, who play an entertaining brand of rugby, will be worthy of your support 
this season.

  Often the focus is on the First XV, but this does a disservice to the talent in the 3rd, 4th and 
5th XV's. The blend of youth and experience in these teams has led to success in the past, and 
I would not bet against a number of cup final appearances come the end of the season! I wish 
Aidy Hayes, Davy Laughlin and Cormac McCamphill and their respective teams the very best of 
luck for the season.

  Of course, the senior teams could not exist without the efforts of the mini and youth
sections of the club. Many players (including myself), having played mini rugby, youth rugby 
or both at Eaton Park in their early career.  A debt of gratitude should therefore be paid to all 
the coaches at this level, who regularly give up of their time to develop the players of the 
future. Our thriving mini and youth sections, alongside our Ballymena Bears, means that all 
children are able to access our wonderful sport, and this is another reason I'm very proud to 
be associated with our Club.

  Finally, the beauty of Eaton Park is that there is much more than rugby going on. The bar is 
now regularly full with members and guests alike.  Other sports such as football, share our 
grounds and there is often the sight of many cyclists starting off from Eaton Park. Not to 
mention the four cricket teams who play regularly throughout the summer. The First XI are 
adjusting to life back in Section 1 after promotion in 2018. I'm delighted to see more 'cross 
over' between the two sports I love.  It's great to see more cricketers playing rugby and it is 
so pleasing to see more and more people, enjoying what is on offer at
Ballymena RFC.

  I'd like to thank all members for your support and I'm looking forward to
the upcoming season.
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Ballymena Bears -
Part of the Rugby Club Family.
by Gary Donald

The Bears from their beginnings seven years 
ago, now boasts over 30 players and a 
strong, vibrant group of carers and parents. 
Their efforts over the last season have helped 
raise money both for next year's tour, the 
Club and our fantastic new gazebo which 
took pride of place during the Wooden 
Spoon International Special Needs Tag Rugby 
Festival at Ballyclare in June.

In times when things are so much about 
appearance, success and immediacy; we are 
privileged in the Bears to be able to take 
time out from these pressures, to give back 
to the sport we all love and to thoroughly 
enjoy being part of the traditional rugby 
family. 

Thank you to everyone who has helped us 
this year, both financially and by giving up 
their time. We are always open to new players 
and helpers and would love to see you on 
Sunday mornings if you want to give it a go.

The 18/19 season for the Ballymena Bears 
was again one of special memories, and for 
some, achieving outstanding milestones in 
their rugby playing journey.

The joy of taking part and helping with the 
Bears can't really be captured on paper.
Our sport, which in recent years seems to 
have become all about winning and money, 
for some thankfully is still about the values 
of friendship, fun and taking part.  This is 
nowhere more evident, than in the Bears. 
†The elation to watch someone with
complex needs make a simple pass, to see
a team dressed all in their black shirts and 
striped socks run out onto a pitch in front
of thousands at Ravenhill, or to witness the 
unbridled happiness of scoring a try at your 
first blitz, are all so treasured, that not
even the cumulative achievements of all the 
premier sides in the land could come close.
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The Olive Branch (Respecting Minds) 
Northern Ireland is a self-funded, registered 
Mental Health Charity.  (Registration 
Number: NIC107098)

The Olive Branch was founded in Nov. 2017 
by Ballymena RFC member Alan Mulholland 
(Chairman) and myself, Leoné Paul (Vice-
Chairwoman).  Our first target was achieved 
in September 2018, when we opened a 
Mental Health and Well-being Centre in 
Magherafelt.  A service which offered
immediate professional counselling, free of 
charge, that people could avail of without 
referral from medical practitioners.  

As a self-funded charity, the success and 
indeed longevity of The Olive Branch Charity 
is dependent upon the financial support of 
the Northern Ireland Business Community, 
individuals and local organisations. The Funds 
needed to open our first centre were raised 
through a Business Gala Dinner in 
Magherafelt.  The on-going running costs of 
having professionally qualified counsellors 
have been sustained through various 
fund-raising initiatives. 

Our next target is to open a centre in 
Ballymena in September, with our long term 
target to have a presence in each county in 
Ulster.  Initially our plan was to open a
centre in one county for a year, then close it 
and open another in a different one.  It very 
quickly became apparent, given the over-
whelming demand for our counselling
service, that we could not close an
established Mental Health and Well-being 
Centre to open another.  To open a second 
centre, would therefore require raising 
enough finance to run two centres.  With 
this in mind, we held another successful 
Business Gala Dinner in June 2019 in the 
Tullyglass Hotel in Ballymena.

The Olive Branch
(Respecting Minds) Northern Ireland
by Leoné Paul (Vice-Chairwoman)

Also in June of this year, in association with 
Ballymena RFC, we held an Olive Branch Big 
10's Bonanza at Eaton Park.  The purpose of 
this event was to raise the profile and aware-
ness of our charity and its work.  The day 
was very much a family affair, with some-
thing for everyone.  Before the adult 10's 
rugby tournament, we had children of mini 
rugby age taking part in team games,
matches and receiving professional coaching 
from Scottish international, Budge Poutney.  
As well as a 'Ladies Lunch', food and drinks 
were available throughout the day and live 
music rounded off a fabulous occasion. As a 
result of the amount of new support we 
received and the immeasurable amount of 
awareness the day generated, we intend to 
make this an annual event and are already 
planning next year's event. 

Funding the Olive Branch Charity without 
Government assistance is extremely
challenging and the success of our vision, is 
totally at the mercy of those who kindly 
donate or take part in our fund-raising
initiatives.  We would therefore like to take 
this opportunity to thank all individuals, 
organisations and businesses for their
contributions in enabling The Olive Branch 
Charity to continue to grow and to give 
assistance to so many 'people in need'. 

It would be remiss of us not to specifically 
acknowledge and thank the members of 
Ballymena RFC, not only for their on-going 
financial support, but for their assistance in 
raising awareness of The Olive Branch 
Charity.  To all members who have supported 
our fund raising ventures through their
business, individually or through their own 
fund-raising initiatives, we cannot thank you 
enough. The close association that the Olive 
Branch Charity has with Ballymena Rugby 
Football Club and the overwhelming support 
and assistance we have received from their 
Board of Directors, is very much appreciated 
by all connected with our charity.
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The Olive Branch 10's Squad.
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Action from the Olive Branch
10's Tournament.
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Ballynahinch - Winners of the Olive Branch 10's Tournament.
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Action
from the

Olive
Branch

10's
Tournament.
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Photographs - Darrell O'Kane Photography

Olive Branch
Gala Dinner.
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Olive Branch
Gala Dinner.

37



38

Callum Patterson - feeling at home in Cornwall.
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Having been contracted with Ulster for the 
past two seasons, despite playing many 
games for Ulster 'A,' I had only been given 
three opportunities to play for the senior 
side.  While on the positive side, this left me 
available most weeks to play for Ballymena, 
my contract with Ulster was due to expire at 
the end of the 2018/19, and this left me 
thinking that my professional career as a 
rugby player was over, before it had really 
started.  It was looking like my boyhood 
dream, of playing professional rugby, would 
unfortunately be short-lived.

Leaving for
Pastures New
by Callum Patterson

I asked my agent, former Ballymena and 
Ulster player Ian Humphreys, what options I 
may have to further my career.  I was 
delighted when Ian came back with a couple 
of potential opportunities with clubs in the 
English Championship.  The one that stood 
out to both of us was the Cornish Pirates.
In the weeks that followed, Ian and I had a 
number of discussions with their manage-
ment and subsequently I signed a one year's 
contract in March 2018.

June came around very quickly, and it 
seemed like no time at all until I was leaving 
my home comforts in Ballymena and heading 
to Cornwall for pre-season training.  At the 
time, I remember leaving my family and 
friends thinking whether or not I was doing 
the right thing.  Thankfully it was no time at 
all until I knew I definitely had.  I settled in 
really well with my team-mates and was 
embracing the Cornish lifestyle.  It very 
quickly felt like home from home.

Pre-season was tough, but enjoyable both 
training on-field and on the beach and sand 
dunes.  The sea off the coast of Cornwall, 
took ice baths to a new level!  Our first 
friendly match was against our close rivals 
from across the border in Devon, the Exeter 
Chiefs, who are of course one of the best 
teams in the English Premiership.  I was 
delighted to be selected to start the game, 
but as the kick off got closer, I must admit I 
was feeling very nervous.  I knew that this 
was the opportunity to prove myself to my 
team-mates and coaches, not to mention the 
Pirates' supporters. 

I gave myself some time to reflect about 
professional rugby, and very quickly realised 
how lucky I was to have had the opportunity 
to play the sport I love as my job.  While I 
was disappointed, I knew that many people 
would give their right arm, to have had the 
opportunities I had been given.  Deep down
I always knew I wanted to continue to do 
what I loved, it just wasn't going to be as 
easy as perhaps I thought.
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Once the match started, my nerves quickly 
settled and suddenly playing in front of the 
5000 fans who had packed into the famous 
Mennaye Stadium, was exhilarating rather 
than terrifying.  I could not have written the 
script any better for events that evening.  
Early on, I found myself with the ball in my 
hands and the try line in my sights. All in all, 
it was the perfect start to my Pirates career - 
a win, a try and awarded Man of the Match!!

We went on to win the remainder of our 
pre-season friendlies and made a great start 
to the Championship.  We achieved eight 
wins from our first eight games and were
sitting top of the table in November.  I was 
delighted when at Christmas, I was offered a 
two-year extension to my contract.  With the 
confidence that the owner of the club was 
committed to strengthening the team on and 
off the field, and the ambition for the Pirates 
to reach the English Premiership, I was very 
happy to sign up.

The new year brought some tough times for 
the squad.  A combination of injuries to a 
few key players, long travel for difficult away 
fixtures and very short turnaround times 
between games, resulted in us losing six 
matches on the trot.  With hard work and 
dedication, we managed to turn the tide, and 
got ourselves back on track finishing the
season strongly. In the end we finished fifth 
in what is a very competitive league and 
were beaten in the semi-final of the Cup 
competition.  Over the course of the season I 
made 27 appearances for the Pirates.  The 

fact that I started so many matches and was 
playing with a great bunch of guys, really 
reinforced that I had made the right decision 
to go to Cornwall.

Professional rugby is very rewarding, but it 
does take a lot of hard work and
determination to achieve your goals. 

Nowadays, many young players leaving 
school or youth rugby, who do not obtain an 
Academy contract, often feel that they have 
missed the opportunity for a full-time career.  
This is not the case. Lots of players like Matty 
Rea, Andrew Warwick and myself to name a 
few, have managed to get professional
contracts after playing club rugby for a few 
years.

This route gave us essential on field
experience and helped our game to mature 
and develop in a very competitive
environment. The fact that you can end up 
playing senior or indeed professional rugby, 
with people you started playing mini rugby 
with when you were 6 years old, is some-
thing that many players really appreciate.

My ambition has always been to play
professional rugby and I am looking forward 
to another season in Cornwall. In sport you 
never know what challenges are just around 
the corner so I will just keep my head down, 
work on my game, continue to train hard 
and try to help my team achieve the best
we can. 

I would like to wish
Ballymena RFC
every success for
the 2019/20 season. 
Anything can be
achieved by self-
belief, hard work
and determination
on and off the field. 
I look forward to
hearing about some
good performances and results this season.
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Angus Kernohan scoring for Ireland Under 20's.
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It was a great honour for me to be elected 
President of the Irish Rugby Football Union 
last July, thus becoming the second member 
of the Ballymena Club to hold the office.  
The first to do so was of course Dr. Syd Millar 
and I would wish to recognise the support 
and encouragement he has given me, in
various capacities, over many years.

As I look back on my year in office as the 
130th President of the Irish Rugby Football 
Union, I am well aware that most rugby fans 
are already looking forward in anticipation 
of what is in store at the upcoming Rugby 
World Cup in Japan. 

It will be the sporting highlight of the year 
and I conclude my tenure by joining with the 
entire Irish rugby family, in wishing coach 
Joe Schmidt and the Ireland squad every
success. The occasion will be drenched in 
emotion as it marks the final engagement of 
Joe as our Head Coach. We thank him for the 
wonderful job he has done and the legacy he 
has left.

It was my good fortune to be in office on 
November 11th 2018 when history was made 
after Joe, his management team, captain 
Rory Best and his playing squad combined to 
make another piece of history with a first 
victory over New Zealand on home soil. That 
magical day was the highlight of a Guinness 
Series clean sweep and further adorned the 
glittering career of Rory, to whom I extend 
every good wish in his intended retirement 
from the international game.

My Year as President
of the I.R.F.U.
by Ian McIlrath

If it was disappointing that the team did not 
carry through its true form into the Guinness 
Six Nations, I found it heart-warming that 
the loyal support of the Ireland team
supporters assured capacity attendances at 
all our home games. Such encouraging
support, acts as a critical motivational factor 
and creates an inspiring atmosphere, which 
makes the Aviva experience on big match 
day a very special one. 

Similarly, record gates in the Six Nations 
games at Energia Park reflected growing 
interest in the Women's game and in 
Women's sport generally.  While results did 
not go our way, it is important to bear in 
mind that we are in the process of
developing a new team/squad.   The growth 
in age grade teams seen in the last two
seasons, should lead to increased adult
participation over the life of the new
development plan.  I am delighted to hear 
that Ballymena has made considerable  
progress in the development of the  
Girls'/Women's game and I wish them well in 
the future. 

It was left to our Under 20's team to blaze 
the Six Nations trail with a Grand Slam
victory. Unfortunately, injury ruled out
several of that squad before leaving for the 
World Cup in Argentina and struck again, 
when another five young men had to return 
home after the first three games.  
Interestingly, the World Cup winners France, 
were defeated by us in the Six Nations
campaign.  It is a great credit to the
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coaching guidance of Noel McNamara and 
his back room team and the players that a 
talented young Irish squad give us reason to 
be confident, that there is an in-depth
talented bunch of skillful players, on course 
to be our senior international players of the 
future. 

Another wonderful shot in the arm for our 
game, was that our men's and women's 
Sevens teams (considerable input from two 
of our former players - Stan McDowell and 
James Topping) saw their respective efforts 
throughout the past few seasons come to 
fruition, with qualification to the World 
Rugby Sevens series next season and the 
enhancement of their respective aims to 
qualify for the Olympic Games in Tokyo next 
year. 

In another generally good year for the  
provinces, it was Leinster who yet again led 
the way, winning the Pro 14 and reaching 
the EPCR final, where they were unable to 
overcome a formidable Saracens team.

At the conclusion of my season in office, I 
am greatly fulfiled by the experience.  In 
writing this review, I am  delighted to report 
that during my extensive travels to a multi-
tude of events and club visits, how the office 
of the President is respected and indeed the 
esteem with which the Union is largely held, 
albeit that there are always issues that 
demand our on-going vigilance and
attention.

My engagements were diverse and wide-
spread, a random pick of which included the 
World Cup Sevens in San Francisco, the
official opening of Irish Independent Park in 
Cork, a famous Ulster schools victory over 
Australia, a wonderful day at the Royal 
Dublin Horse Show, the Charitable Trust's 
40th Anniversary lunch prior to the All
Blacks game, joining  members of Instonians 
and Old Belvedere at their respective 
Centenary Year Events, gala evenings in 
Malahide and Portadown, attending the

100th year Armistice anniversary ceremony 
hosted by Lansdowne RFC, Italy v Ireland in 
Chicago, the U20 World Cup in Argentina 
and many, many, others.

At first hand I have witnessed how we are 
blessed in Irish rugby in having such a large 
and committed volunteer force forming the 
backbone of our game. In this regard, may I 
emphasise that the grass roots scene has 
always been of particular interest to me. The 
well-being of domestic rugby is an enduring 
and committed determination of mine, and is 
also a stated policy of the Union.  Messages 
emanating from the many clubhouses around 
Ireland are worth listening to and should not 
be ignored.

Throughout my travels across the Island of 
Ireland, I witnessed at first hand the
invaluable contribution given by so many 
people, men and women, young and not so 
young.  It was striking to see the sense of 
commitment and enthusiasm with which 
they go about the task of sustaining our 
game across the hectic and crowded
activities of the various sectors.  In the same 
way, I would wish the Ballymena RFC 
President Rodney Cole, Chairman Peter 
Crabbe, all Club Directors, John Nicholl and 
his Coaching staff, players and members well 
for this year.   

In signing off as President of one of the 
foremost sporting governing bodies on this 
Island, I would pay tribute to the Union's 
Chief Executive, Philip Brown, our various 
Directors and all the staff in Lansdowne Rd.  
They have been wonderfully supportive of 
me.  I would take this opportunity to thank 
all those, who helped me in such a busy 
schedule. It was a great honour for me and 
one which I proudly shared with my Club and 
with my family.  I pay a particular
tribute and thanks to my wife Pamela, who 
performed her own busy role commendably 
and whose support and encouragement was 
fundamental in what was a memorable
experience. 

Thanks
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It's hard to believe that it is 32 years since I 
wrote a piece for the Ballymena R.F.C. 
Centenary publication, which even harder to 
believe, was 32 years after my first game for 
Ballymena.  I remember the match as if it 
were yesterday.  I was six months out of 
school and against all odds, we beat North 
13-12 at Ormeau, on a very dark, wet 
Christmas Eve in 1955.  Sixty four years gone 
in the blink of an eye!!  Doubt I'll be around 
in another 32 years, if asked for a third
contribution.

Six years after my Ballymena debut, I was 
fortunate enough in 1961 to be playing for 
Ireland when we beat England at 
Landsdowne Road.  It was the first victory 
over England for 10 years.  I had a good day 
goal kicking, to the extent that the following 
Tuesday a local Ballymena newspaper printed 
an article saying there was no truth in the 
rumour, that Moffett had left all his clothes 
in Dublin and come home with a suitcase full 
of newspapers!  I must confess however, that 
I still have copies of some of the articles, but 
the 'Ballymena blond bombshell' as described 
in the headings, is alas, not so blond.

During the 60's I was working as a forest 
officer.  I'm pretty sure there's not many of 
the current Irish Squad chopping down trees 
through the week!  At that time Willie Wylie 
was the member responsible for grounds at 
Ballymena RFC.  He asked me if I could get 
him timber for goal posts for two new
pitches at Eaton Park.  I spent considerable 
time searching throughout the Glens of

Home Thoughts from
'Down Under'
by Jonnie Moffett

Antrim for the tallest, slimmest and best 
pruned spruce trees that I could find.  When 
found, I pulled in a favour or two to have 
them truck and trailered to Eaton Park.
On my next visit to training, I was looking 
forward to seeing two new pitches ready for 
use.  Unfortunately this was not the case and 
the posts were nowhere to be seen.  When I 
inquired as to their whereabouts, Willie 
described them as 'overgrown carrots' and 
informed me, he had chopped them up for 
firewood!

Another fond memory from that era, was 
when Willie John and I both had offices in 
Ballymoney and were both involved with the 
Ulster Team.  On the weekend Ulster were 
playing Connaught in Galway, I suggested 
that to avoid taking a day's leave to get the 
bus to Belfast, train to Dublin and then 
another bus to Galway, that I would drive 
down.  (No such thing as a team coach or 
going by plane in those days!!!)  It would 
mean leaving late morning, driving 'fast' to 
Galway down the West Coast and coming 
back very early the next morning.  Willie 
agreed and we had a memorable trip down 
the West Coast.

One could argue the most memorable part of 
the weekend, particularly the part of having 
to overtake a group of motor cyclists on the 
inside.  The following year when Ballymena 
were playing Galwegians in Galway, I
suggested a repeat.  Before I got the
sentence finished, Willie informed me that he 
had already bought his bus and train tickets.
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As already highlighted playing rugby in the 
60's was very different to the game now. 
In those days the reserves sat fully clothed 
on the bench.  Not a joyous experience.  If 
someone was injured, they simply played on, 
or came off leaving the team to play with 
fourteen men.  Needless to say this led to a 
culture where reserves sat on the bench, 
secretly hoping their team would lose, so 
that they could be picked for the next 
match.  In my last two seasons for Ballymena 
before going to New Zealand, I politely 
refused reserve status for Ulster.  I much
preferred playing for Ballymena on a 
Saturday than watching Ulster.  How times 
have changed.

I close with a word of caution.  In 1964 
when I arrived in Hawkes Bay, New Zealand,

 I didn't see a soccer ball, it was so rare.  
Today there are more than twice as many 
Under 17 kids playing soccer than playing 
rugby.  The professional rugby era that
started in 1995 has completely changed the 
game.  With fitness levels raised, twenty 
stone forwards, particularly Pacific islanders 
with higher bone density, the sport is 
undoubtedly more spectacular and faster,
but also more gladiatorial.  Are we losing 
many would be talented rugby players to 
other sports?  One thing is for sure, I doubt 
whether these professional players of today, 
will have the same camaraderie and bonding 
long term, that we amateur team players 
enjoyed.

Regards to everyone at Ballymena, all the 
best for the new season and thank you for 
the wonderful friendships and memories.

Ballymena R.F.C. wishes to thank all those who have advertised in this yearbook and
would encourage members and visitors to support their products and services.

Guests at the Jonnie Moffett reunion.
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Adult Rugby
by Jamie Smith - Director of Adult Rugby BRFC.

Due to relegation to 2A, we automatically 
lose our senior contracted Ulster players.  
Some of these players have had a very posi-
tive impact on the Club over the last few 
seasons, and we are saddened to see them 
temporarily have to play for other clubs.  
Particular thanks must go to Clive Ross, John 
Andrew, Andrew Warwick and Matthew and 
Marcus Rea for all their efforts on and off 
the field. Although we are sad to lose these 
quality players, it also gives a great
opportunity to our young squad, to develop 
and push on and make the shirt their own 
without disruption.

We are delighted to welcome our incoming 
players which include a mix from other clubs, 
local schools and our own Youth Section.  
Our new recruits include, David Greatorex 
(Coleraine RFC), Alistair Burke (Queens), 
James Howe (Limavady), Pierce Crowe 
(Coleraine), Jacob Fleck (Dalriada), Josh Mark, 
Ethan Crawford, Rory McCandless, Kane 
McIlroy, Tom Wharry (all Cambridge House), 
and Patrick Hargy (Ballymena Academy). We 
also welcome back Mark Thompson from his 
travels. Several young players step up from 
our ever flourishing youth system. Finlay 
Walker, Ben Scullion and Aidan Ritson have 
all impressed in pre-season skills sessions. 
Ben Moxham and Phil Campbell also make 
the transition to senior rugby and are both 
included in the Ulster Academy alongside 
established first fifteen players JJ McKee and 
Mikey Stronge. 

Matthew Dick has been named as club
captain for the upcoming season. Matthew is 
a great clubman for both rugby and cricket, 
and I am sure he will have a positive impact 
in his new role.  The club will once again 

 Last season was a
 tough season in the
 All Ireland League
for the 1st XV, which resulted in relegation 
to Division 2A.  In what was the tightest 
league there has been in years, a win here or 
there could have seen us challenging in the 
top four at various stages throughout the 
season. Alas, it was not meant to be, and we 
now look forward to a new challenge in pur-
suit of promotion back to Division 1B.  It is 
one that I am personally relishing, having 
previously accomplished it myself as a player.

Like every season, there have been changes 
on and off the field. On the coaching front, 
John Nicholl has been appointed as our new 
Head Coach. John is a young enthusiastic 
coach, who with the right support and
backing, can really develop our local talent 
base, which will certainly help us push back 
to Division 1 rugby. John will be assisted by 
club stalwart Andy Graham.  Andy's
knowledge and experience will be vital in 
helping us achieve our goal.  Ulster players 
Matthew Rea and Andrew Warwick, who 
have both played at the Club since mini 
rugby, also join the coaching panel and will 
focus on the scrum, lineout and general 
movement.  Mike Stevenson comes on board 
with Gareth Fisher to coach the 2nd XV. 
The Second's had a much improved season 
last year, and will look to push on and
challenge for silverware this upcoming
season. 

Special thanks must also go to departing 
coaches Bryan Young, Alex McCloy and Rab 
Gregg. Their input and efforts have been 
invaluable and greatly appreciated.  We wish 
them well.
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achieve.  By doing so, it will be a lot easier 
for the Club as a whole, to move forward in 
all areas. 

For me, the development of players in our 
youth system, local schools and our catch-
ment district, will play a vital part in any 
success we can achieve over the next few 
seasons. I have every confidence this can be 
achieved with the coaching set up we have 
in place, and the ongoing work off the pitch 
which will enable us to enhance our facili-
ties, to complement our on the field work.

field five senior teams. I would therefore 
encourage as much support as possible to all 
our teams throughout the season. 

With the first fifteen now entering a league 
with several Cork and Limerick sides, travel-
ling support will be invaluable for the team 
to come away will all important victories.  
We have worked hard as a Board of Directors 
to make improvements across the Club. I 
would encourage all members and supporters 
to have a positive approach to this season 
and to get behind what we are trying to

Ballymena Rugby Football Club
S E N I O R  S Q U A D

CONNOR AGNEW
FULL BACK / CENTRE

MARCUS BRACEWELL
WING

SIMON CROOKS
WING / FULL BACK

PHIL CAMPBELL
BACK ROW

SCOTT AGNEW
PROP

HOUSTON BONNAR
PROP

GLENN BAILLIE
CENTRE / HALF BACK

IAN CALDWELL
SECOND ROW
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Ballymena Rugby Football Club
S E N I O R  S Q U A D

CHRIS CUNDELL
PROP

PIERCE CROWE
OUT HALF

MATTY DICK
BACK ROW

ANDREW FERGUSON
PROP

PADDY JAMES
CENTRE

RORY McCANDLESS
OUT HALF

JACK LEWIS
BACK 3

JAMES HOWE
BACK ROW

JACOB FLECK
CENTRE / WING

JORDAN FOSTER
WING

DOM GALLAGHER
BACK ROW

RODGER McBURNEY
FULL BACK
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Ballymena Rugby Football Club
S E N I O R  S Q U A D

KANE McILROY
BACK 3

JJ McKEE
SECOND ROW

LEWIS McCLINTON
PROP

WILLIAM McKAY
BACK ROW

MATTHEW NORRIS
CENTRE / BACK 3

SAM MILLAR
CENTRE

DARRELL MONTGOMERY
CENTRE

BEN MOXHAM
CENTRE

JOSH MARK
BACK ROW

RYAN MOORE
BACK ROW

JONNY McMULLAN
WING

RYAN MATTISON
BACK ROW
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Ballymena Rugby Football Club
S E N I O R  S Q U A D

NATHAN PHILLIPSON
SECOND ROW

DEAN REYNOLDS
WING

EOIN RITSON
OUT HALF

JONATHAN ROSBOROUGH
BACK ROW

CHRISSIE SMYTH
SCRUM HALF

MICHAEL STRONG
SCRUM HALF

ALAN SMITH
CENTRE

STEPHEN SHAW
OUT HALF / CENTRE

TIMMY SMALL
OUT HALF

CONNOR SMYTH
SECOND ROW

FINLAY WALKER
OUT HALF

JAMES TAGGART
HOOKER
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Ballymena Rugby Football Club
S E N I O R  S Q U A D

JONNY BROWNE
SECOND ROW

ALI BURKE
BACK ROW

JACK FLEMING
SCRUM HALF

DAVID FORSYTHE
PROP

AIDY KIRKPATRICK
PROP

ASHTON LOGAN
PROP

JORDAN PATTISON
CENTRE

BEN SCULLION
SCRUM HALF

NOEL SMYTH
BACK ROW

MARK THOMPSON
FULL BACK / CENTRE

CONNOR WHITE
SECOND ROW

SCOTT WILLOUGHBY
FULL BACK

DONOVAN WOULAHAN
SECOND ROW

TOM WHARRY
SCRUM HALF

2nd XV Reunion.
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Ballymena R.F.C.  1st and 2nd XV -  Fixtures 2019 / 2020
                                1st XV                                     2nd XV
Sat 10 AUG. LIMAVADY (F)  Away   
Sat 17 HARLEQUINS 7pm Fri (F)  Home RANDALSTOWN (F)  Away

Sat 24 BALLYCLARE 1pm (F)  Away BALLYCLARE 1pm (F)  Away

Sat 31 QUEENS  Home RANDALSTOWN CL Home
Sat 7  SEPT. Bye - Senior Cup Rd 1   DONAGHADEE CL Away

Sat 14 BANBRIDGE  Away CIYMS  Junior Cup Rd 1 Home
Sat 21 Senior Cup QF    MALONE CL Away

Sat 28 RAINEY  Home ACADEMY CL Away

Sat 5  OCT. BARNHALL  Away Junior Cup Rd 2  
Sat 12 NENAGH  Home COLERAINE CL Home
Sat 19 BUCCANEERS   Away OMAGH CL Away

Sat 26       
Sat 2  NOV. UL BOHEMIANS   Home ARDS CL Away

Sat 9 DOLPHIN   Away  Junior Cup QF  
Sat 16 CASHEL    Home BANBRIDGE CL  Home
Sat 23    LISBURN  CL Home
Sat 30 OLD CRESCENT   Away  Junior Cup SF  
Sat 7  DEC. QUEENS  Home BALLYMONEY CL Away

Sat 14 RAINEY  Away LARNE CL Home
Sat 21 MALONE  Home LIMAVADY CL Away

Thur 26 DUNGANNON - Kyle Cup  Away   
Sat 28 BALLYNAHINCH  Away LURGAN CL Home
Sat 4  JAN.    OMAGH  Home
Tues 7    Junior Cup Final  N

Sat 11 RAINEY  Home CITY DERRY 2   Twns Cup Rd1  Home
Sat 18 Senior Cup S/F   ARMAGH  Away

Sat 25 QUEENS  Away MALONE  Home
Sat 1  FEB. IRE v SCO (H) 4.45pm   Twns Cup Rd 2  
Sat 8 IRE v WAL (H) 2.15pm     
Sat 15 OLD CRESCENT  Home ARMAGH  Home
Sat 22 CASHEL  Away Twns Cup QF / BANBRIDGE  Away

Sun 23 ENG v IRE (A) 3.00pm     
Sat 29 DOLPHIN  Home   
Fri 6  MAR. Senior Cup Final (Fri)  N   
Sat 7 IRE v ITL (H) 2.15pm   Twns Cup SF  
Sat 14 UL BOHEM  FRA v IRE (A) 8pm  Away   
Sat 21 BUCCANEERS  Home MALONE  Away

Sat 28 NENAGH  Away HINCH  Home
Sat 4  APR.    OMAGH  Away 
Sat 11 BARNHILL  Home   
Mon 13    Twns Cup Final  N

Sat 18    HINCH  Away

Sat 25    BANBRIDGE  Home
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v

St. Mary's 
(A.I.L)
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Ballymena 40
v

St. Mary's 22 
(A.I.L)

Photographs -
Darrell O'Kane Photography
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Ballymena v Old Belvedere (A.I.L.)
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Ballymena 28
v

Old Belvedere 14
(A.I.L.)

Photographs -
Darrell O'Kane Photography
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Ballymena 18
v

Ballynahinch 10
(A.I.L.)
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Ballymena 18
v

Ballynahinch 10
(A.I.L.)

Photographs -
Darrell O,Kane Photography
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BALLYMENA RFC
2nd XV

Photographs -
Darrell O'Kane Photography
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BALLYMENA RFC
3rd XV
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Darrell O'Kane Photography

71



BALLYMENA RFC
4th XV

Photographs -
Darrell O'Kane Photography
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BALLYMENA RFC
5th XV
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Darrell O'Kane Photography
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NEW MEMBERS: Thank you very much for your presence at Eaton Park. If you would like to become a member,
you would be most welcome. Application forms are available in the Clubhouse or can be downloaded from the club website:

www.bal lymenarfc .com
OUR  TEAMS  DESERVE  AND  NEED  YOUR  SUPPORT.
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Female rugby at Ballymena RFC began back 
in November 2017 when the team was 
established by Club Community Rugby 
Officer Mark Hermin.  Since then, female 
player numbers have increased considerably 
with two of our volunteer helpers boldly
taking the step to become qualified coaches 
at the end of 2018.  Currently the female 
section is made up of girls aged 12 years to 
over 18, which has allowed us to field teams 
at U14, U16 and U18 levels.

The girls have represented Ballymena RFC at 
monthly Blitz Competitions at Armagh, 
Cooke, Limavady, Portadown and 
Randalstown, with the U16 side enjoying 
success within their age group.  In addition 
to the Blitz Competitions, Ballymena Ladies 
along with City of Derry, Letterkenny and 
Limavady enjoyed mid - week matches under 
lights at Coleraine RFC.  These matches were 
hard fought with the girls showing great 
determination, teamwork and skill
throughout.

The U16 and U18 players were also given the 
opportunity to participate in Regional 
Development Sessions and 'Pitch Up and 
Play' events, all of which were led by Ulster 
Branch Staff.  Ballymena RFC had 9 girls
participate at the Regional Development 
Sessions which were held at Malone RFC and 
City of Derry, with 3 of the U18 girls
participating at the 'Pitch Up and Play' 
events.  Following on from these training 
sessions, 4 of our players went on to attend 
selection matches for the U18 Ulster Team, 
giving the girls the opportunity to make 
their presence felt at a provincial level and 
to put Ballymena RFC firmly on the map for 
female rugby within Ulster.  

Ladies Rugby at Ballymena RFC
Kirsty Hill, one of our Ladies Rugby Coaches,
brings us up to date with our Ladies Rugby at
Ballymena Rugby Football Club.

In March we hosted our first home Blitz, 
with over 120 girls attending at U12, U14 
and U16 levels.  The day was a great success 
despite the poor weather conditions, and it 
gave Ballymena Ladies the opportunity to 
show off their new playing kit which they 
did in style!  A big thank you to all the
sponsors involved in funding the kit.

During the months of May and June, 
Ballymena successfully hosted an 8-week 
programme, 'Give It A Try'.  The programme 
was designed to give young girls from age 10 
-14, an opportunity to play rugby in a fun 
and safe environment.   Out of the 8 clubs 
selected to host this programme, Ballymena 
RFC consistently achieved the highest num-
ber of attendees.  Well done to all involved 
in making the programme a great success! 

The summer months have seen the girls, 
coaches, fellow youth players and parents 
getting involved in Tag Rugby, with the U16 
and U18 girls attending weekly gym sessions.

Moving forward to 2019/20 season, it is 
hoped female rugby will continue to grow 
and develop at Ballymena RFC, particularly at 
mini and over 18 level.  New players are 
always welcome to join us each Wednesday 
evening from 7-8.30pm at Eaton Park.   
Contact details/email address for anyone 
interested are:  
ballymena.boys.girls.rugby@hotmail.com or 
call 028 25656746.  Details regarding the 
female section will soon be available to view 
on www.ballymenarfc.com.

The success of the female section is 
undoubtedly due to the hard work, support 
and efforts of our coaching team, committee, 
volunteers and players.  A big thank you 
must also go to Ballymena RFC for all their 
support, encouragement and guidance.
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“Give It A Try” -
Ladies Rugby at Ballymena RFC

Photographs - Susie Smith
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“Give It A Try” -
Ladies Rugby at 
Ballymena RFC

Photographs -
Susie Smith
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Photographs - Nick Read

Ladies Rugby
Awards Dinner



Dr. Syd Millar presents the Spirit of Rugby Awards.
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Youth Rugby at Ballymena continues to see 
considerable year on year improvements. The 
Club has continued to invest in its youth 
coaches, with the section now having eleven 
trained coaches, including two ex-youth 
players which is particularly pleasing and a 
testament to the enjoyment many players 
experience playing youth rugby at the Club. 
This investment, together with Youth 
Convenor Don Pattison's organisation of the 
section, has ensured that the best possible 
infrastructure is in place to support and
nurture the young players' talent. The
dedication of Don, his coaches, the players 
and parents, has helped to make the section 
one of the most successful youth sections in 
Ulster.

Numbers in the youth section remain very 
strong with Ballymena fielding teams at each 
age grade. The 2018/19 season was without 
doubt the most successful season enjoyed by 
our youth teams, even surpassing the 
2017/18 season. The Under 18's and Under 
14's won their respective leagues. Whilst the 
Under 16's finished second in their league.  
The Under 16's then put together a
tremendous run in their League play-offs, 
reaching the Ulster League final, where they 
were defeated by a strong Armagh side. 

The hard work of coaches and players was 
again evident with the number of young 
players who took part in Ulster Development 
Squads.  At Under 18 level the highlight of 
the playing season was to see Ben Moxham 
and Phil Campbell represent Ireland against

Youth Rugby
Tom Wiggins - Honorary Secretary

Australia. Indeed, Ben has also been selected 
to play for the Ireland Under 18 'Sevens' 
team.  Both boys are a credit to their parents 
and to the youth section and we look
forward to watching both boys playing 1st 
XV rugby for the club next season.

Off the field the highlight of the year was 
without doubt the Youth Rugby Awards 
Dinner.  In addition to the attendance of 
Ulster starlet Matty Rea, the Club Chairman 
and Club President, the guests of honour 
were IRFU President Ian McIlrath and the 
formidable Doctor Syd Millar. Ian thoroughly 
enjoyed the evening and remarked that the 
section 'was the future of the Club' and the 
dinner had been one of the most enjoyable 
events he had attended in his year as IRFU 
President. Doctor Syd Millar presented the 
'Doctor Syd Millar, Spirit of Rugby Award' to 
the player from each section who exhibited 
everything that is good about our wonderful 
game.

Despite the strength of the section we are 
always on the lookout for young players
(and coaches). If you know of any young 
players who would like to get involved in 
Youth Rugby at the Club, they can make 
contact with Don Pattison or any of the 
youth coaches. 

The Youth Section are already looking
forward to the 2019/20 season which we all 
trust will be another year to remember at 
Eaton Park.
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Youth Convenor Don Pattison presents Child Welfare Officer Susan McSparran with a bunch of flowers.
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Youth Awards - Under 14's
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Youth Awards -
Under 16's

Youth Awards - Under 18's
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The Mini Section caters for all the
junior members from Primary 1 (age 4 or 5) 
to Under 12 (age 11 or 12), to help both boys 
and girls learn to develop their rugby skills.

The season begins in September and teams 
from P3-U12 travel around Northern Ireland 
on a Saturday morning to hosting clubs to 
take part in friendly rugby matches. These 
teams return to Eaton Park to play our teams 
at home. All teams have a dedicated team of 
coaches (mostly parents,) who give up their 
time and knowledge willingly, to help each 
child to develop and become the best rugby 
player they can be! Each coach takes part in 
the appropriate coaching from the Ulster 
Branch to enhance their rugby knowledge. 
Children can join the minis at any stage, but
registration generally takes place in June.

Numbers remain strong within the mini
section with most year groups being able to 
field at least two teams on a Saturday
morning. Morale is high within each year

Hello from
Ballymena Rugby Mini Section!!
by Libby Wilson - Mini Convenor

group, and both players and coaches are 
looking forward to the 2019/20 season!

Each year the Primary 7 Squad goes 'on tour'.  
Wales was the chosen destination for our 
2019 tour. Two squads of boys along with 
parents travelled to Scarlets in Wales, where 
they had a thoroughly enjoyable weekend.
At the end of the season we host our own 
mini festival, when all clubs in Northern 
Ireland are invited to come and play rugby. 
In 2019 we were lucky enough to have two 
English and two Irish squads participating, 
which gave a truly international flavour to 
our festival.

In conclusion, I would again like to thank
all the coaches, parents and of course the 
children, for all the time and dedication 
which they give to the minis.  It makes for
a very enjoyable section!

I look forward to welcoming our existing 
players back, our new players and future 
players to Ballymena Rugby Mini Section!!

Under 12's
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RASCALS
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Mini Rugby
- P.3's -
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Mini Rugby
- P.4's -
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Mini Rugby
- P.5's -
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Mini Rugby
- P.6's -
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Mini Rugby
- P.7's -
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1st XI team who gained promotion in 2018.
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BRFC Cricket Section
by George Glass - Chairman Cricket Section

season. They have been hit
by both a shortage of players
and adverse weather.

With regard to the junior teams, it is still all 
to play for here as well.  The Under 15's 
coached by Stewart Watt, have reached the 
final in Division 1.  This is a great achieve-
ment in a competition involving 17 teams.  
The under 13's coached by Anthony Frazer, 
have also reached the final of their Division 
1 League.  This too is a competition involving 
17 teams. The Under 11's have played just 2 
games so far because of shortage of
numbers.

It is wonderful to see success at junior level, 
as it ensures the continued flow of talented 
cricketers coming through to help maintain 
the senior teams for years to come.

Generally, club cricket remains essentially a 
family affair and all the senior teams have 
fathers and sons playing together.  There are 
also numerous sets of brothers involved at 
senior and junior levels.

The cricket section remains in good shape, 
and the fact that every game being played at 
the moment has the atmosphere of a vital 
cup match, means that enjoyment levels are 
high.

Finally, I must thank Glen and Elaine Boyd 
for all their hard work behind the scenes, 
and Ballymena Guardian for their marvellous 
coverage of a sport played in Ballymena 
since 1854.

All the best to BRFC for the coming season.

 As we approach
 mid-August, it is very
 much all to play for,
 at all levels in cricket.

The First Eleven, led by Stephen Colgan, are 
battling hard to retain their Section 1 status. 
They have won 6 and tied 1 of their 14 
games played, and are lying just above the 
relegation zone, needing to win at least 1 of 
their last 4 games. Having made a good start, 
the team fell away badly in mid-season, only 
to pick up again in recent weeks, with 
Professional Kaushik Alphale, Captain 
Stephen Colgan, and veteran bowler Michael 
Glass leading the way.

The 2nd Eleven, led by Paul Black, are having 
a great season so far, pushing for promotion 
to Junior League 2, and playing Donacloney 
Mill in the Intermediate Cup Final next 
weekend.  They have won 6 of their 9 league 
games, but the highlight so far was a con-
vincing win over strongly fancied Lisburn in 
the cup semi-final. Stalwarts such as Jeff 
Martin, Peter Gregg, Stewart Watt and Neil 
Fullerton, have been much to the fore.  
Matthew Dick has been the only Ballymena 
centurian this far.

The 3rd Eleven captained by Alistair Crease, 
are fighting hard to avoid relegation from 
Junior League 7.  They have won 3 from 9 
and need a couple more good results to
survive. Alistair deserves credit for getting 
the strongest available team on the field 
each week.

The 4th Eleven, led by Paul Grainger have 
played just 2 games so far, but should get 
some matches in before the end of the
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1st XI Cricket Cup Team.

Ballymena R.F.C. wishes to thank all those who have advertised in this yearbook
and would encourage members and visitors to support their products and services.

2nd XI Cricket Cup Team.
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Owen Dick receives an award in recognition of taking 6 wickets in an innings.
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Ballymena Cricket
2nd XI Intermediate

Cup Winners

Photographs - Harry Cook
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Yearbook Photography:
Ballymena Rugby Club would especially like to thank the following who have helped provide
photographs for this yearbook.

They include: 
Darrell O'Kane Photography, Darren Crawford, Susie Smith, Nick Read,
Harry Cook and Dickson Digital.
Apologies to anyone we have forgotten to mention.

Huge Congratulations to...
Clubman ROBBIE McGREER who is one of seven new referees
who have been promoted onto the IRFU National Panel for the
2019/2020 season. The announcement was made at the IRFU
National Referee Camp on July 27th, 2019.

The officials were promoted on the basis of their performance in
the Inter Provincial Assessment System (IPAS), which sees them
referee a series of six games outside of their own province.

Ireland Men's National Team Coach Joe Schmidt presented the newly promoted referees with 
their jerseys at Camp in Johnstown Estate in Co. Meath. They will be eligible for selection to 
referee in the Energia All-Ireland League and representative fixtures in the coming season.

“They are now in the top 10% of referees in the country so it's a big achievement for them 
and they'll be wearing the IRFU crest as part of our national competition,” said Irish Rugby's 
National Referee Manager David Wilkinson.

“We're very proud of our refereeing structures. We've got three referee associations and one 
referee society across the four provinces. Without them and the help and support poured into 
grassroots rugby, we wouldn't have a platform to get over 50 referees to this level at 
National Camp.”
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CLUB OFFICERS 2019-2020

ULSTER BRANCH REPRESENTATIVES -

Branch Committee  ..................  MATT McCULLOUGH

Clubs Committee  ................................  JONNY MILLAR

Youth Committee  ...............................  DON PATTISON

Mini Rugby Committee ...................... LIBBY WILSON

 President  ............................................................................................................  RODNEY COLE

 Chairman  ..........................................................................................................  PETER CRABBE

 Vice-Chairman  .......................................................................................... ANDREW GRAHAM

 Honorary Secretary  ........................................................................................... TOM WIGGINS

 Assistant Honorary Secretary  ......................................................................... SHAUN FISHER

 Honorary Treasurer  ..........................................................................................  GUY SIMPSON

 Honorary Fixtures Secretary  .................................................................................  MIKE KERR

 Honorary Match Secretary  ..................................................................................  JIM MAHON

 Honorary Membership Secretary  .................................................................  RORY DRYSDALE

 Club Captain ...................................................................................................  MATTHEW DICK

 Head Coach  ...................................................................................................... JOHN NICHOLL

 1st XV Team Manager  ...................................................................................  STEVEN HANNA

 Club Coach Co-ordinator  ................................................................................ JOHN NICHOLL

 Mini Rugby Convenor  .....................................................................................   LIBBY WILSON

 Health & Safety Officer  .................................................................................. SAM McGREER

 Child Welfare Officer  ............................................  SUSAN McSPARRAN / SIMON STIRLING

 Assistant Child Welfare Officer  ..........................................................................  JIM MAHON

w w w . b a l l y m e n a r f c . c o m

Ground Address:

Eaton Park,  209 Raceview Road,  Ballymena,  Co. Antrim,  BT42 4HU.

Officers '  Emai l  Addresses can be found on the website

DIRECTORS -
Sponsorship / Marketing ..........  EAMON SCULLION
Adult Rugby ............................................... JAMIE SMITH
Community Rugby  ..................................... GLEN BOYD
Grounds & Property  .....................  DAVID McALEESE

Functions  .......................................  TREVOR ROBINSON
Communications ...................  CORMAC McCAMPHILL
Finance Director .....................................  MARK FOSTER

 TRUSTEE of IRFU   .....................................................................................  Dr. SYD MILLAR C.B.E.








